
 

In relation to the Scriptures, creation, and Christ, God has also revealed 
Himself in history. History, within the inspired Word of God, provides 
mankind with an infallible historical revelation. Yet history in general can 

also be very instructive, especially when studied according to a Christian 
worldview. Scripture provides the context of a definite starting point and 
ending point to history. The grand Creator of all is seen to be not only 
the gracious Curator of it, but also the grand Consummator of all (Romans 

11:33-36). J. Frank Norris, told the students at the old Bible Baptist 
Seminary, “Do not judge the Bible by world history, but judge world history by the Bible.” In keeping 
with this, he would give impromptu lectures to them on world history as it related to the Bible.  

Students at NBBS, beginning with the undergraduate bachelor’s degree program, are inundated 
with history. In the same spirit of Dr. Norris, NBBS has a course entitled, World History Overview. 
This course not only relies much on Genesis 1-11, it also focuses on the seven major background 
nations of the Bible. Furthermore, since all 66 books of the Bible are studied twice at NBBS (by survey 
and exposition), and in the order they are given in the Bible, students also receive a thorough study 
of Israeli and Bible history. The curriculum of NBBS further includes Church History, Baptist History, 
and the History of Missions, as required courses. In one of the English courses, the history of the 
English language is included. In varying degrees, the theological courses convey the history of doc-
trine. In the Apologetics course, Biblical archaeology is studied. When studying Bible prophecy in 
several courses, students are even learning history written beforehand! This all serves to further set-
off the drama of Galatians 4:4-5, “…when the fullness of time was come, God sent forth His son, made of 
a woman, made under the law, to redeem that were under the law…” (Matthew 5:17, Romans 10:4). 

Genesis 3:15 • History is His Story! • Hebrews 2:14-16 

The Circuit Writer – “he went from year to year in circuit” I Samuel 7:16 
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The central 
theme to human 
history is the 
coming of the 
God-man!

Luke 
2:12

1Due to ceremonial uncleanness, defilement to others, and the need for privacy, the inn would have been unsuitable (Lev. 12:1-8) – hence, the manger 
setting. One that could have had special meaning to temple shepherds tending sheep near to Bethlehem, who birthed lambs in the Tower of the Flock. 

                                                                                                                          SEE: Genesis 35:21, 48:7, Micah 4:8 and Alfred Edersheim, The Life and Times of Jesus the Messiah, pp. 186-187. 

Luke 
2:7

The inn could not provide 
Mary with a a proper setting1 

Pictures are from the ones I took when visiting 
the Biblical History Center of LaGrange, GA



Charts Are A Major Part 
of the NBBS Curriculum 

Several Hundred Charts are Incorporated 
into the Curriculum of the NBBS Courses 

Important Dates 
Opening Day Rally & First Day of 

Spring Semester - Tuesday, January 14 

A Heads Up! 
NBBS Representatives are ready to visit your 
church! Consider having Dr. Barber, Dr. Riggsby, 
Bro. Stewart, or any faculty member present NBBS 
to your people. We are always ready to share what 
makes the NBBS uniquely effective in the training 
of preachers, and their wives, as well as a wise 
missions investment. 

Favorite Sayings 

“Riggsbyisms” 
“At Christmas, our best gift should go to the 
Lord. Whose birthday is it?” Cited by Dr. Terry 
Riggsby, Faculty (Admin. of NBBS - 1984-1999). 

Our Heritage Speaks
“Ten Points About the Unknown God by Paul 
in Acts 17:23-31 - 8) He requires repentance. 
v. 30.  ‘He commandeth all men everywhere 
to repent’”  Studies in Acts, Louis Entzminger 

Alumni News! 
“Being bombarded with commercialism, it was good to 
come to school and to be reoriented to the true reason 

for Christmas!  Bro. Kenneth Ralph (2019 Alumnus) 

Other alumni of the last few years, will also re-
member how the messages preached (includ-
ing those of students), the songs sung in chapel, 
all the music played in the office area, and on  
the school side before classes, as well as nativi-
ty sets displayed throughout the school facili-
ty, are meant to impact all with the wonder 
which characterized Bethlehem the night that 
Christ was born. Some of the greatest theolo-
gy set to music is to be found in the Christmas 
hymns. Once God the Son was made flesh, His 

sinless life, sacrificial death, setting-apart-of-sin 

burial, and signifying resurrection, were to be the 

result!  His was a birth that changed everything! 

The Primary Course of History – History is His Story
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The Messianic Seedline - Adam to Christ

Genesis 3:15 through Revelation 12:5, 13
ISRAEL’S WITNESS TO THE WORLD - Old & New Testament

CHURCHES’ WITNESS

TO THE WORLD

Witness of Adam . . .

Enoch, Methuselah 

. . . Noah, etc.

Missions to All the Nations of

the World Matthew 28:18-20

BC    AD

World-wide Events

Indirectly Related to the Cause of Christ

Directly Related to the Cause of Christ

Well-Known/Unknown Persons

Directly Related to the Cause of Christ

Indirectly Related to the Cause of Christ

PRE-FLOOD

WORLD

MILLENNIAL

KINGDOM

The Charts are 

Created In-House

These are 
some of 

the charts 
that have to 
do with the 
incarnation 

of Christ

Unto 
a lowly 

carpenter: 

“the angel 

of the Lord 

appeared… 

in a dream, 

saying, Joseph, 

thou son of 

David” 

Matthew 
1:18-21

Acts 

2:29-30

Galatians 4:4-5

Isaiah 
9:6-7

Matthew 
22:41-46

The striking manger scene was donated to NBBS by Evangelist 
Fred Vaught’s widow, Joan Vaught in 2014. We display it every   
year to magnify the significance of God the Son’s incarnation. 

I John 
3:8

Luke 3:23-30

Acts 

10:43

Acts 

4:27-28

ATTACK UPON THE MESSIANIC LINE 

“enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed” Genesis 3:15

Cain’s Killing of Abel – Genesis 4:1-8ff 
Corrupting of the Seed Line in 

Noah’s Times – Genesis 6:1-7, 11-13 
Patriarch’s Wives Struggling to 

Conceive – Genesis 11:30; 25:21; 29:31 
Pursuit of Sarah and Rebekah by Pharaoh and 

Abimelech – Genesis 12:10-20; 20:1-3ff;  26:6-11 

Assaults Upon Joseph (Did Satan Think Rachels’ Son 

Joseph was Going to be the Royal Line?)  – Genesis 37ff 

Pharaoh’s Order to Kill Male Babies – Exodus 1:8-16 

Balaam’s Counsel to Balak to Lure Jewish 

Men with Women – Numbers 25; 31:14-16 

Athaliah’s Killing of Royal Seed – II Kings 11 
Coniah’s Curse – Jeremiah 22:24-30; 

II Kings 24:5-15; Matthew 1:12 
Constant Temptation of Judah to Apostasize 

Royal Line Made Eunuchs – Isaiah 39:7; Daniel 1:3, 6 

Haman’s Order to Kill the Jews – Esther 3:6ff 
Herod’s Slaughter of the Babies 

Matthew 2:16-18; Revelation 12:13-17 

JJS/VBC - 8.14, 12.19

BATTLE OF THE AGES: Matthew 1:1-16; Luke 3:23-38; Revelation 12:13ff
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“I will make an everlas
ting covena

nt with you, 

even the sur
e mercies o

f David” Isaiah
 55:3  

THE DAVIDIC COVENANT – Psalm 132:11 

THE LAST OF SEVEN OLD TESTAMENT COVENANTS 

THAT PREPARED THE WAY FOR THE NEW COVENANT 

TERMS OF THE COVENANT: 

SEED – Descendants are also to be rulers. Ultimately, one is to be the 

Messiah – even God the Son. 

HOUSE – A dynasty because of a series of descendants who will rule. 

KINGDOM – A dominion over which to rule. 

THRONE – A dominance with which to rule. 

MERCY – A disposition of lovingkindness from God that results in several 

various demonstrations of His mercifulness (not giving them the punish-

ment they deserve). 

“And when thy days be fulfilled, and thou shalt sleep with thy fathers, I will set up 

thy SEED after thee, which shall proceed out of thy bowels, and I will establish 

his kingdom. He shall build an house for my name, and I will stablish the throne 

of his kingdom for ever.  I will be his father, and he shall be my son.  If he commit 

iniquity, I will chasten him with the rod of men, and with the stripes of the children 

of men: but my MERCY shall not depart away from him, as I took it from Saul, 

whom I put away before thee. And thine HOUSE and thy KINGDOM shall be 

established forever before thee: thy THRONE shall be established forever. 

According to all these words, and according to all this vision, so did Nathan speak 

unto David.” II Samuel 7:12-17. Initially, but in a limited sense, Solomon is in view; but 

the covenant is actually to culminate in the Christ. As Psalm 72 goes beyond Solomon, 

so do the words of the covenant. 

RELATED REFERENCES: Acts 2:30 (29-36); 13:22-23, 33-34 (16-39); 

15:16; Luke 1:27, 32, 69; Rom. 1:1-3; II Tim. 2:8; Rev. 5:5; 22:16 


