
A Man of God Through and Through 
The words of Paul to Timothy, “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: that the man of God may be perfect, throughly 
furnished unto all good works.” II Timothy 3:16-17, are very frequently referred to, and directly preached 
on, in sermons. Every sincere and rightly informed preacher is going to refer to this passage with great 
conviction. However, maybe there is even more weightiness to what it is saying than widely realized. 
Notice the very emphatic words, “the man of God”; “perfect”; “throughly furnished”; and “all”.  

The term, “thoroughly” is typically a replacement for “throughly” in many of the later KJV editions of 
the Bible. Some have pointed to a subtle variance between the words. Getting past the superficial 
definitions in most dictionaries, the difference, they claim has to do with either an “outside in” or an 
“inside out” emphasis. New translations typically use the word “completely,” as in “completely fur-
nished,” which though an accurate statement, is a bit generic, especially if there is indeed an inward 
emphasis conveyed by the word “throughly.” It is interesting, as cited by dictionary websites on idioms, 
that the phrase “through and through” originally was used to indicate literally “penetration, as by a 
sword.” Hebrews 4:12, describes the Scriptures as working from the inside out: “For the word of God is 
quick (alive), and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing 
asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the 
thoughts and intents of the heart.” Heart is inward, as well as thoughts 
and intents. The discerning of the thoughts and intents is 
inward; joints and marrow are clearly inward, partic-
ularly marrow. The dividing asunder of the soul and 
spirit is clearly inward, as is piercing. The outward is af-
fected by the inward (Pro- verbs 4:23). So, regardless of 
how one views throughly and thoroughly, the Bible’s effects, 
through the Spirit, are indeed primarily internal in nature. It 
transforms from within rather than conforming from without. 

It is often stressed to the students in the classrooms at NBBS that every one of the 44 of the 48 classes 
taught on Bible, doctrine, or practical church ministry, is not just an academic pursuit, but that all are 
also to be a spiritual event. Biblical content in general is one thing, and truly to be mentally retained, 
but the truth couched therein is nearly everything. What the Spirit does with that truth in the hearts of 
the students in the classroom and in chapel is the ultimate aspect to what matters most. A one of a 
kind book (the Bible), with a one of a kind origin (God breathed), with a one of kind Agent (the Holy 
Spirit), with a one of a kind life of its own (even as a seed having life in itself, I Peter 1:22-25) can have a 
one of a kind effect on the heart, the inward man (II Corinthians 4:16; Colossians 3:10)! 

Accordingly, the objective of the NBBS is to see a man equipped primarily from within. A man should 
be polished in many ways in order to be properly and outwardly impressive, but if the shine does not 
come from within more than from without, it will tarnish in the heat of opposition and the moisture of 
worldliness. Contrasting the two Sauls in the Bible, bears this out. King Saul was outwardly impressive 
but inwardly deficient, while Saul of Tarsus (i.e., Paul), is seen by many to have been described in the 
Bible as not being outwardly physically impressive, but was certainly so from within as he would 
minister the Word. In other words, character wise, it is better to be sterling silver through and through 
than to be merely gold plated nickel. This is why the Bible saturation approach is taken at the NBBS. 
We want our students’ shoes to be shined, and suits pressed, but even more so, we want their hearts 
aglow and throughly refined through the Word! We want them to especially shine from the inside out. 

The Circuit Writer – “he went from year to year in circuit” I Samuel 7:16 
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May Fellowship Highlights! 
Our three graduates are going forth! Soon to be 
missionary, J.D. Young, received the President’s 

Award, and John Lund, the Founder’s Award. Bro. 
Young is seriously exploring the nation of Andorra in 
Europe. John Lund is going on staff at the Sioux City 
Baptist Church, Sioux City, Iowa, to work with Pastor 

James Pointer, a longstanding supporter of the 
seminary and one of the founding pastors of the IBFI 

and the NBBS. Chad Fitts is stepping up his level of 
service in the Central Baptist Church of Denton, 
Texas, where Paul Shelton is pastor. Bro. Fitts is 
prayerfully considering planting a church in the 

northeastern part of the United States in the near 
future. All three men were a very positive influence 

in the school throughout their training. 

Glen Anderson (1994 NBBS graduate), faithful pastor 
of the Pensacola Baptist Temple, of Pensacola, FL, 
received the Alumnus of the Year Award. He has 

been a consistent help to the NBBS in various ways. 

Charlotte Wyler, the longest serving secretary of  
the IBFI and NBBS, retired in May, with much deserv-
ing accolades and an all expense trip for her and her 
husband Gary of the destination of her choice. She 

served well throughout her tenure of nearly 16 years. 
Her husband Gary was a steady help in various ways 

around the school. I often referred to her as being 
an anchor. She filled a role that was essential to the 
continued existence of the school. We look forward 
to seeing them around the school in days ahead as 
still interested parties! Thank you to the Wylers for 

the outgoing gift of two very nice, and much needed,  
new large flat screens for showing of educational 

and inspirational videos in the classrooms. 

The Founders’ Wall was initiated this May, at the 
fellowship meeting with the honoring of the first of 
four who are to be recognized for their role in get-
ting the NBBS off and running in the middle 1980s 
and seeing it through into the 1990s. Patsy Cooper 

was the first secretary of the IBFI and NBBS, and 
helped to set up the daily operation of the fellow-
ship ministry in general. Her new portrait will be 

hanging in the assigned area. Her picture will soon 
be joined by those of Dr. & Mrs. Riggsby, Bro. & Mrs. 

Jernigan, and Dr. & Mrs. Barber. The display will 
exemplify their investment in eternity. 

Visit the Website Soon! norrisseminary.org 

Important Dates 
First Day of School – Tues., Aug. 16 

IBF Metro Meeting at Countryside Baptist 
Church, Mansfield, TX – Thurs., June 16, 
9:30-12 NOON. Claude Sutton, Pastor. 

(Breakfast before and lunch afterwards.) 

Great News! 
1. Scholarship information for the 2016-2017 
school year will soon be forthcoming! 

2. NBBS Representatives are ready to visit 
your church! Consider having Dr. Barber, Dr. 
Riggsby, Bro. Stewart, or any faculty member 
present NBBS to your people. We are always 
ready to share what makes the NBBS uniquely 
effective in the training of preachers, as well as 
a wise investment. 

3. Opening Day Rally, just ahead! Orientation 
begins at 8:00 AM for students on Tuesday, 
August 16. There will be a special charge from 
Dr. Barber, the NBBS Chancellor, at 11:00 AM. A 
luncheon will follow. 

Favorite Sayings 

“Riggsbyisms” 
“God-given responsibilities rarely if ever 
conflict.” Cited often by Dr. Terry Riggsby 

(Administrator of NBBS – 1984-1999). 
Our Heritage Speaks

“The eternal life that begins here, lasts as 
long as God Himself shall live!” J. Frank Norris 

Alumni News! 
The alumni came through with the provision 
of a new large platform for the Conference 
Center, award plaques presented in the grad-
uation service, two new pulpits for the Con-
ference Center and the seminary chapel, and 
funding for numerous other needed furnish-
ings for the school. Thank you Heritage BC of 
Haslet, TX, Pastor Eric Crawford, staff mem-
bers, and Stan Armstrong; Mountain Home 
Missionary BC of Jacksboro, TX, Pastor Frank 
Hefner; Pensacola BT, Pastor Glen Anderson; 
Open Door BC, Grand Prairie, TX, pastor 
Heath Hogue; Missionaries Leslie Priday to 
Honduras, and Danny Jones to Mexico. 


