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24 BIBLE COURSES

10 
DOCTRINAL 
COURSES

14 
PRACTICAL 
COURSES*

48 
COURSES

Application

Interpretation

Systemization

BELIEFS

BASIS

BEHAVIOR

By teaching the books of the Bible 
consecutively, the students develop 

a foundational Biblical Theology.   

Accordingly, the Systematic 
Theology that is also taught 
is based upon a right under-

standing of the context of 
Scripture, garnered from 

the Bible courses. 

Necessity of a Thoroughgoing, 
Balanced Knowledge of the Bible 

The Bible must be the BASIS to everything in a Christian’s way of thinking and doing if he is 
to be what God intended for him to be. This is because his BELIEFS effect (not just affects) his 

BEHAVIOR. Since one’s doctrine determines his practice, if it is to be correct, it must have as its 
basis a true understanding of all the Bible. One that is consistent from Genesis to Revelation. 
This is why NBBS has such a heavy emphasis on Bible exposition, and why all 66 books of the 

Word are taught, and done so consecutively, hence in keeping with its unfolding nature.  

*The Practical Courses have to 
do with Church Ministry, as well 
as with Living the Christian Life. 

NBBS teaches Bible & Doctrine more 
so than any where else we know; 
and yet the program is balanced 

with practical instruction on 
church ministry and the 
every day Christian life. 

30% 
PRACTICAL

20% 
DOCTRINAL 

 50% 
BIBLE

Acts 
20:27



33rd Year of NBBS Completed! 
We stressed the last several weeks of the semester 
for the students to finish strong. Those who were 

graduating especially are prone to not do so, because 
they are so close to completion that they tend to look 
past “the last leg of the course,” to graduation.  For the 

most part, everyone did keep up a good head of steam. 
A few students wobbled to the finish line, but they got 

there with another year under their belt and a 
summer to rest physically and mentally. 

34th Annual IBFI Nat’l Meeting  
The annual fellowship meeting, which the Tuesday 

night graduation is a part of, was truly characterized 
by the intended purpose of the yearly gathering. From 
start to finish, God was greatly glorified, missionaries 
were seen and heard, the school was further streng-
thened, and the brethren were encouraged. The test-
imonies, the preaching, the music, the food, and the 
time spent visiting with each other evidenced it was, 
a week well invested, and that the vision has indeed 
been caught afresh by preacher and student alike. 

IBFI Mission Seminar 
In the week following fellowship (May30-31), IBFI 

Mission Director, John Peeples, directed  a mission 
seminar. There were 9 speakers and 16 sessions. The 

participation of several missionaries and their response 
afterwards verified it was well worth the time. Recent 

NBBS graduates and students attended: Jarrod Tunnell 
(and wife Deirdre), Nathan Howard; as well as Vanessa 
Young (student and wife of 2016 graduate, J.D. Young). 

Visit our Website! norrisseminary.org 

Important Dates 
Norris Night at the School 

Saturday, August 12, 5:00-7:30 PM 
Dinner and then Student Preaching 

Also! Drawings for Study Bibles &  More! 

First Day of School and Opening 
Day Rally – Tuesday, August 15.  

Week of Concentrated Study with 
Dr. Carl Baugh of the Creation Evidence 
Museum October 24-27 • 8:00-12 NOON 

Great News! 
NBBS Representatives are ready to visit your 
church! Consider having Dr. Barber, Bro. Stewart, 
Bro.. Riggsby, or any faculty member present 
NBBS to your people. We are always ready to 
share what makes the NBBS uniquely effective 
in the training of preachers. 

Favorite Sayings 

“Riggsbyisms” 
“If you don't know where you are going, any 

road will take you there.” Cited by Dr. Terry 
Riggsby (Administrator of NBBS – 1984-1999). 

Our Heritage Speaks
“I have not yet found one single great revival 

where there was no prayer for that revival.”* JFN 

Alumni News! 
Kenneth Ralph is not an alumnus yet, but he is 
a very plugged-in student at NBBS. He helped 
in the sound booth during the annual IBFI fel-
lowship meeting, gave a lecture on “Mission-
ary Presentations” at the IBFI Mission Seminar. 
The new theme for the year (for NBBS and IBFI 
in general) “By His Spirit,” was his idea. Before 
coming to the seminary, he was the Youth 
Director for Bro. Mark Brown for many years at 
Maranatha BC in Columbus, GA. Since January 
2016, he has been the Youth Director for Bro. 
Charles Pugh at the FBC of Cottondale, TX.  

Chad Fitts, who graduated with an Associate’s 
Degree from NBBS in 2016 and is now pursu-
ing a Bachelor’s degree at NBBS, was recently 
ordained (Central BC, Denton, TX, Paul Shelton, 
pastor), and accepted the pastorate of Beacon 
BC of Haltom City, TX, June 12. 

Graduates

*The J. Frank Norris I Have Known for 34 Years, p. 291


